Papillary muscle rupture: an unusual complication of chordal sparing mitral valve replacement.
An adult patient with advanced rheumatic heart disease undergoing chordal sparing mitral valve replacement as well as aortic valve replacement is presented. The patient developed an unusual complication of an infarction of the retained head of the anterolateral papillary muscle with subsequent spontaneous rupture 72-hours postoperatively. The ruptured head of the papillary muscle was successfully resected via an aortotomy through the aortic valve prosthesis. The patient made an uneventful recovery. Care to avoid excessive tension on the preserved chordae during mitral valve replacement, especially in the setting of chronic rheumatic carditis, is stressed.